
• 1765 Timeline - Joseph Priestley [theologian, Dissenting clergyman, natural philosopher, chemist, 
educator, and political theorist]

• 1786 Bar Chart - book The Commercial and Political Atlas, by William Playfair (1759-1823).



• 1801 Pie chart - William Playfair's Statistical Breviary of 1801 [engineer and political economist]

• 1869 Flows in maps - Charles Joseph Minard [civil engineer]

• 1880 Venn diagram - by John Venn (1834–1923) [philosopher]



• 1891 Histogram - Karl Pearson, [Mathematician]

• 1896 Gantt Chart - by Karol Adamiecki, who called it a harmonogram. [economist, engineer]



• 1921 Flowchart - Frank Gilbreth [scientific management]

• 1923 Tagcloud – André Breton [write, poet] and Robert Desnos [poet], proto-surrealist magazine 
Littérature. It weighs the importance of certain writers for the nascent surrealists.

• 1934 Social Networks - Jacob Moreno [psychiatrist and psychosociologist]



• 1977 Boxplot - John Tukey [mathematician]

• 1983 Star plot - John M. Chambers [Computer science, statistics]

• 1990 Treemap - University of Maryland, College Park professor Ben Shneiderman in the early 
1990s [Computer Science]

• 1991 Headmap - Cormac Kinney [entrepreneur and software designer] 

• 1992-1995 Tagcloud - Douglas Coupland's 
Microserfs (1995). [novelist]

• 1999 Sparkline - Edward Tufte [political science,
statistics, and computer science]


